
 

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR 
UMW DISTRICT 2011 

MISSION TEAM:  
 

President / Susan Huston 
330-488-1323 / hustonwoods@aol.com 

 
Vice President / Carole Zay 

330-854-2956 
 

Secretary / Debbie Wells 
330-863-1139 / dkwgeo@aol.com 

 
Treasurer / Judy K. Judy 

330-359-5613 / JUDYROBT2JUDY@cs.com 
 

Program Resources / Carol Shipman 
330-497-7516 / sbirdcarol@neo.rr.com 

 
Library / Debbie Porter 

330-499-3579 /  debporter55@yahoo.com  
 

Communications / Vicki Yoder 
330-494-0332 / vyoder@neo.rr.com  

 
MISSION COORDINATORS 

 
Education & Interpretation /  You???? 

 
Member Nurture & Outreach / Pat Hogue 

740-269-5581 / cphogue69@aol.com 
 

Social Action / Donna Brandon 
330-484-2612 

 
Spiritual Growth / Kathy Hopkins 

330-862-3531 / kathyh1953@frontier.com 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 

Chairperson / Evie Althouse 
330-497-7268 / ajaepf@sbcglobal.net  

 
2012 / Carole Kies 

330-343-0084 / james1630@juno.com 
 

2012 / Carol Lindesmith 
330-452-6138 / candj35@aol.com 

 
2013 / Sheila Gard 

330-821-2474 / sgard@neo.rr.com 
 

2014 / Donna Moore 
330-339-7990 / 

moore2399@roadrunner.com 

 
Itôs A New Day is the newsletter of Tus-
carawas District United Methodist Women 
published in February, April, Aug-Sept, and 
November.  For information or a subscription 
contact Editor Vicki Yoder 330-494-0332 / 

vyoder@neo.rr.com . 

The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women  
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women 
whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

What a wonderful time is spring! ï Didnôt 
we sing that at our Spring Meeting just a 
short time ago?  And what a great meeting 
we had.  Our thanks to Rev. Jim Hum-
phrey for his entertaining and inspiring 
message and to the ladies of Holmes 
UMW and Pastor Warnes for their gra-
cious hospitality and delicious food.  
Those of you who were not able to attend 
missed a delightful drive in the country to 
  their beautiful church on the hill.   

 
Looking ahead to so many exciting things for UMW, let me mention a few.  First of all, 
many of you will be celebrating UMW Sunday on May 1 using the theme ñFaith, Hope 
and Love In Action.ò  I have FAITH that your congregations will be informed of the 
many wonderful things we do as United Methodist Women and inspired to add their 
support by putting their faith into action for mission work around the world.   
 
In July, we will gather at Mt. Union for 2011 School of Christian Mission.  It is my HOPE 
that Tuscarawas District will be there in great numbers.  The speakers and study lead-
ers are always excellent and the fellowship with other UMW members is fun and uplift-
ing.  Remember, there will be no SOCM at Lakeside this year so the Mt. Union event is 
our only opportunity.  For those of you who are watching your pennies, consider com-
muting rather than staying on campus.  If you live in close proximity, the savings on 
lodging might outweigh the cost of gasoline to drive in each day.  And you may be able 
to car pool with a couple of others, making the cost of driving negligible.   
 
Something we did at a Church of the Lakes Unit meeting a year or so ago in May was 
to ask women to bring something they had received from their mother or grand-
mother.  It could have been some wonderful words of advice, but most chose to bring 
something tangible - - like a quilt or a piece of jewelry or some china, a book, etc.  Then 
they told about it, and it was so interesting.  There were fewer than 10 present so we all 
got to hear everybodyôs ñgift story.ò   If the group is a large one, it might be necessary to 
break into two or three groups, but the gifts could still be put on display, with perhaps a 
short written explanation displayed, naming the giver and receiver of each gift.  Even 
remembering this activity brings to mind all the stories, and friends who told them, as 
well as our Lord who said, ñDo this in remembrance of me.ò  In addition to FAITH, 
HOPE, and LOVE IN ACTION, let us also REMEMBER. 
 
During this time when we celebrate the sacrifice of our Lord and his resurrection, I pray 
that your spirits will be as renewed as the spring and all of our ACTIONS will reveal our 
LOVE for our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Peace be with you all. 

Greetings From 
Tuscarawas 
District UMW 
President  
Susan Huston 

Itôs A New Day  
The Newsletter of Tuscarawas District  UMW  -  April, 2011  
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YOU MISSED IT!  What, you say?  The Tuscarawas District UMW Spring Meeting.  Three  Riv-
ers District Superintendent James Humphrey reminded us that in 2009 UMW celebrated 140 years in mission with a purpose to 
reach out to the world.  He said the church is very good at the INs and UPs of ministry; i.e., we do  INs (fellowship dinners, small 

groups, supporting one another, etc.) and we do  UPs  (worship, prayer, etc.), but sometimes churches 
get stuck with the  INs and UPs  and forget to do the OUTs -- we, including UMW, have to do all three!  It 
was suggested that UMW needs to go OUT of  our units to connect with young women.  They want to 
transform the world; they donôt want to go to a meeting.  Doing meetings WAS a way to fellowship; young 
women are finding other ways to find fellowship.  A question for us is:  how do we continue to meet OUR 
needs AND connect with young women?  The answer: show Godôs love.  Feed their needs; show radical 
hospitality.  Simple ways: provide childcare for young mothers who need a day out; volunteer to be in the 
nursery on Sunday mornings so young mothers can be in worship with spouses; communicate adequately 
when planning mission projects and provide child care to enable younger women to participate.  When 

you need help in the kitchen, be sure young women can bring their children because childcare is a part of the work time.  These 
are just a few ways to help young women be part of transforming the world.   Following Rev. Humphreyôs presentation that in-
cluded many personal stories of mission trips, we were invited to share our efforts to transform the world, and we found that, in-
deed, Tuscarawas District knows how to do the OUTs  - here are a few of the stories we heard about Unit and church OUTs. (not 
to mention pledge and apportionment giving).  More  stories of OUTs  are continued on page 6 of this newsletter. 

The òOUTsó We Do! 
 
Church of the Savior:    
What a lot of fun we had at a Baby 
Shower last month for a young woman 
who had entered a Woman's Shelter 
with nothing but the clothes on her 
back. She was expecting a baby and 
was worried about having nothing 
ready for it.  And what a baby shower -  
complete with games, prizes and 
food.  In addition to a beautiful high 
chair and stroller, we filled an 8-foot  
table with gift-wrapped packages of 
diapers, little gowns, booties, sweat-
ers, blankets, bath and baby toiletries, 
etc., all given because the love of 
Christ is for sharing!  We're hoping the 
young lady will decide to connect with 
a  church, ours or another, close to 
where she will be living.   
 
Following lunch we heard Amanda 
Marshall speak about the horrendous, 
growing crime,  especially in Ohio, of 
Human Trafficking.   If you haven't 
heard Amanda, we highly recommend 
her to your unit (your entire 
church!).  She not only provides an 
informative overview of whatôs hap-
pening to women, children and youth 
through this crime, she tells why it 
happens and how we can actually do 
something about it -- other ways we 
can reach out. 
 
Mt. Tabor:   
Following a Leadership Retreat at 
Camp Aldersgate prior to the camping 

season, the Camp Director gave us a 
list of the summer staff. We ñadoptedò 
each young counselor individually.  
The women wrote encouraging notes, 
baked brownies, and filled ñgoody 
bagsò - - the men delivered our gifts 
each month during their stay.  Did they 
love this attention?  I should say so. 
 
When one of our Mt. Tabor young men 
went off to serve as Platoon leader for 
a small group of soldiers in Afghani-
stan, we adopted his platoon.  Some 
secured names and corresponded, 
while others were underwriters for the 
shipping cost of mailing treats several 
times during the year.  We just re-
ceived a heartfelt vote of thanks for 
the mailing of home-baked brownies,  
a touch of home, a touch of love.  
 
In both cases we were glad to reach 
beyond our building, our congregation, 
to share our love of Christ.  
 
Gnadenhutten UMW / Church 
We contribute to Thom & Chris Den-
man, missionaries at Red Bird and 
also to Red Bird School.  Our mission 
team that went to Red Bird last sum-
mer (all but two were members of our 
church) worked on flooring in a dorm, 
tore out some windows, did some 
cleaning, made some repairs, and put 
a porch railing on a missionary's home. 
We work with SANMAN (which stands 
for ñsee a need meet a needò) to repair 
homes in the area and fix an apprecia-
tion dinner for the workers.  We hold a 

work day each year at the local histori-
cal/cemetery park.   SANMAN is a 
Gnadenhutten UMC project but others 
from the neighborhood help. 
  
Many of our projects help members of 
our congregation as well as members 
of our community, such as our Vaca-
tion Bible School and thanksgiving 
baskets for the needy.  We give to a 
food pantry for families in the Indian 
Valley School District,  serve a meal 
every third month for Friends of the 
Homeless organization , and serve a 
community Men's Easter breakfast 
and an Easter egg hunt for children in 
the community.   
 
We find it difficult to separate UMW 
projects from church projects, because 
our congregation helps and supports 
all our outreach projects. 
 
Calvary (Sherrodsville):   
In 2010 our unit financially helped the 
Sonshine organization (boxes sent to 
military), a womenôs shelter, local food 
pantry, Hospice, Share-a-Christmas, 
and the Salvation Army.  We also fi-
nancially helped local families who 
had illness, unemployment, or who 
had lost their homes, regardless of 
church affiliation. We pack boxes at 
Thanksgiving for shut-ins, older mem-
bers of the community, and area mili-
tary.  At Christmas, gifts are given to 
residents of a local nursing home.  We 
provide funeral dinners that reach both  
church members and nonmembers. 
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Happy Spring to everyone!  I want to start off by saying if you 
missed the Spring Meeting at Holmes Church; you missed a 
good one!  Rev. Humphrey is a very inspirational and down to 
earth person and speaker.  He stated that we need to come up 
with a way we can connect with the younger generation, open 
doors and review the principles  and basics of Mission work.  In 

one of his slide presentations there was a 91 year young lady, named Mary, from 
Doylestownwho was performing Mission work by wrapping small items.  She stated 
while others can do the ñbigò things she can do the ñsmallò things - - which tells us all 
jobs are worthy, regardless of the size, when it comes to Mission work.   If you have an 
opportunity to hear him speak, I encourage you to do so. 
 
Here is the Treasurerôs Report for for 2010 for Tuscarawas District.  Even though we 
did not reach our goal of $35,000.00, I want to thank the 30 Units (listed below) that 
together raised $29,194.86 toward our $35,000 goal and gave $1,994.32 in designated 
giving. 

Treasurerôs Report: 2010 Tuscarawas District Pledge to Mission Giving 

2010 Mission Giving by 30  of  33 active local units of Tuscarawas District through the 
Five Channels of Giving:  $29,194.86 

The FIVE CHANNELS OF MISSION GIVING 

Pledge to  
Missions 

Special Mission  
Recognition 

Gift to Mission Gift in Memory World Thank 
Offering 

$23,648.56 $846.00 $475.00 $668.63 $3,556.67 

2010 Additional Mission Giving (Designated) by Tuscarawas District Units:  $1,994.32 

2011 Tuscarawas District Pledge to Mission Giving:  $35,000 

Treasurer 
Judy K. Judy 

 
Asbury 
Beechwood (Alliance) 
Bolivar 
Bolton (Alliance) 
Calvary ( Sherrodsville)  
Canal Fulton  
Christ  (Alliance)   
Church Of The Lakes 
Church Of The Savior  
East Rochester  

 
New Cumberland 
Minerva 
Mt. Tabor 
Otterbein (Navarre)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Otterbein  (New Philadelphia) 
St. Paul (Canton) 
Strasburg 
Trinity (Massillon) 
Union Ave. (Alliance)  
Wilmot 

 
East Sparta 
Faith (North Canton) 
First  (Dover) 
First   (New Philadelphia )  
Gnadenhutten 
Good Shepherd 
Greentown 
Holmes 
Malvern 
Mapleton  

 

Beechwood  
Calvary (Sherrodsville) 
Canal Fulton 
Christ  (Alliance) 
Church of the Savior 
East Sparta 

East Rochester 
Faith (North Canton) 
Good Shepherd 
Gnadenhutten 
Malvern 
Mapleton 

Minerva 
Mt. Tabor 
New Cumberland 
Newcomerôs Chapel 
Otterbein-Navarre 
Union Ave.(Alliance ) 

Call me, E-mail me or send your unitôs pledge via U.S. mail.  It doesnôt  have to be on a 
special form.  The important thing is that you provide me with it.  Not only does this infor-
mation help us set the yearly pledge amount, it helps determine Rainbow units at the 
end of the year.  
 
On a final note, It is hard for me to believe that the first quarter has ended.  Here is 
where we stand:  thus far in 2011 you have sent in $3,594.65 or 9% of our $35,000.00 
goal.  I encourage you to continue your hard work whether ñbigò or ñlittleò towards a suc-
cessful 2011 Mission Giving  year.  God Bless!  

 
Traditionally 60% of a unitôs budget is for Mis-
sion Giving. However, the final decision 
rests with the unit itself. For instance: 12 
unit members, each gives $40 per year, or 
$480, and the unit earns $520 at a bake sale. 
Using the 60%-40% guide, the unit pledges 
$600, giving in each of the five channels, and 
keeps $400 for their local mission efforts, ad-
ministrative costs, and member development. 

Although giving to the other four channels 
applies to a unitôs Mission Giving, the Pledge 
to Missions is the primary channel for giving 
through the district and conference treasurers 
to the Womenôs Division to support missions in 
the U.S. and around the world. 

A unit honors any person, female or male, 
using a selection process they choose with a 
certificate or pin. Units often award this honor 
on UMW Sunday. 
    Basic Special Mission Recognition is $40  
   (small gold oval pin with a cross, white cer 
    tificate.) 
 

$5 or more is sent to honor any person.  A 
card is then sent by a unit or individual to the 
honoree for any of a variety of occasions: 
birthday, new baby, thank you, recognize mis-
sion service, etc. 

 
$5 or more is sent in memory of a member of 
the unit or a friend. Gift acknowledgement 
cards are available free from the Mission Re-
source Center.  
 

 
Spontaneous gifts given throughout the year in 
gratitude for Godôs abundance and to cele-
brate the joys of life. Gifts are gathered in the 
unit yearly, usually in November, using the 
Program Book service. 

Contribute  
to all 5  

Channels  
of Mission  

Giving  

PLEDGE TO MISSION 

SPECIAL MISSION RECOGNITION 

GIFT TO MISSION 

GIFT IN MEMORY 

WORLD THANK OFFERING 

Ladies, I need 2011 pledges.  I have received only 18 out of 30 pledge forms for 2011.  
Those received are: 
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HOT OFF THE PRESS! 
UMW seeks to become 

separate church agency  
The division responsible for United 
Methodist Women has decided to seek 
denominational approval for status as 
a separate agency of the church. Di-
rectors of Women's Division, the or-
ganization's administrative body, 
unanimously voted during their April 7-
11 meeting to "structurally separate" 
but remain "missionally connected" 
with the United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries rather than continue 
as a division of the mission agency. 
 

Approval Required by  
2012 General Conference 

Many of the proposed structural 
changes require approval by the 2012 
General Conference, the denomina-
tionôs top legislative body. If approved, 
the changes would take effect on Jan. 
1, 2013.  Directors will have a special 
meeting on July 9 in Nashville to ap-
prove the appropriate legislation for 
General Conference. 
 
The Complete story can be found on 
the Womenôs Division Home Page at  
www.umwmission.org . 

Click and find a page of  downloadable 
helps, including a New Unit Kit and a 
New Member Kit.  Every unit has at 
least one computer literate member (or 
a young friend) who  can invite two or 
three of your executive committee to 
meet in front of her computer to see the 
FREE downloadable materials, most of 
which are not new, but great to have  in 
one place.  Check on these resources!  
See what you can do  about organizing 
a new unit  or a new Circle in your unit!  
 
Here is one of the downloadable pages.    
Some of us may never ñvisitò or use 
some of these sites, but Iôd like a nickel 
for every young woman or grandchild of 
UMW members who do! 
 
:  :  :  : 

 

Find United Methodist Women 
On the Web 
 
United Methodist Women website: 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org  
Find the latest news and information 
about UMW members, programs and 
initiatives.  Also find promotional and 
educational items that can be 
downloaded as well as links to our 
other sites and our Mission Resource 
Center e-store. 
 
UMWOnline: 
www.umwonline.net  
This is the social networking site for 
UMW.  The new UMWOnline is more 
like Facebook and is the place to con-
nect with other UMW members. 
 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/UMWomen 
If youôre on Facebook, be sure to ñlikeò 
United Methodist Women.  Follow the 
link and sign up  so that UMW regular 
posts will appear on your home page. 
 
Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/UMWomen 
Do you tweet?  So does UMW!  Use the 
link to find our Twitter account 
@UMWomen.  Tweet and become a 
part of the continuing conversation 
around faith, hope and love in action. 

You Tube: 
www.youtube.com/user/UMWomen 
Need a video for a presentation?  Youôll 
find it on YouTube.  Check out the 
video resources available by following 
the link.  New videos are posted often! 
 
Flickr: 
www.flickr.com/photos/UMWomen 
Need a photo for your newsletter or 
Power Point?  Follow this link and youôll 
find terrific images illustrating the work 
of UMW members. 
 
:  :  :  : 

 

I also want to share with you the Read-
ing Awards given at Spring Meeting to 
those who completed a Reading Pro-
gram in 2010.  UMW readers are in-
formed servants!  Be sure your name 
is listed for 2011! 
 
Asbury Plan IV:  Ruth McInally 
Bolivar Plan IV:  Betty James 
Christ (Alliance) Plan I: Helen Brown,  
   Donna Essick, Phyllis Messenheimer,  
   Jean Webster 
Christ Alliance Plan II:  Cynthia Martin 
Church of the Lakes Plan III:  Susan 
  Huston, Debbie Porter 
Church of the Savior Plan I:  DeFrance 
   Thomas, Jean Thompson 
 Church of the Savior Plan II:  Gail  
   Martin 
Faith North Canton Plan I:  Evie 
   Althouse, Betsy Douce, Maribeth  
   Wilmer, Carol  Shipman, Vicki  Yoder 
Malvern Plan I: Vi Gordon, Vickie Wood 
Malvern Plan II:  Millie Norris 
Mt. Tabor Plan I:  Kathy Hopkins, 
   Katherine Kappler, Oranna Loy, Ruth 
   and Virginia Varian, Ida Zimmerman 
Mt. Tabor Plan II:  Evelyn Hewett,  
   Dorothy Smith 
Mt. Tabor Plan III:  Susan Huston 
Otterbein New Philadelphia Plan I:   
   Jeanne Patterson 
Otterbein New Philadelphia Plan IV:  
    Leah Gartrell,  Phyllis Pollock 
St. Paul Plan I:  Janet Dieringer, Carol  
   Lindesmith, Beverly Peters, Carolyn 
   Pierson, Diane Shuler 
St. Paul Plan IV:  Betty Graybill, Martha 
   Hostetler, Ruth Knappenberger,  
   Roberta Rosenbery 

Given 
t h a t 
those 
w h o 
were 
 

at Holmes UMC at the Spring Meeting 
on April 1 heard Rev. Jim Humphrey  
tell us that we need to adapt to a new 
generation, I was excited to see on the  
Womenôs Division home page at 
www.umwmission.org a bright green 
box that says:   

Program Resources 
Carol Shipman 

New to UMW? 

Organizing a Unit? 

Click HERE to 

Download everything 

youôll need to get 

started today! 

http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.6171105/k.1E2E/General_Conference_2012.htm
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.6171105/k.1E2E/General_Conference_2012.htm


ñLearn more, 
dig in, get 
e d u c a t e d , 
help spread 
the word.ò I 
found this 

saying on the UMW website.  The best 
way to do this is by reading the books 
from the reading list, attending UMW 
meetings - local, district and Confer-
ence - checking UMW websites weekly, 
and spreading the information you have 
learned to others.  Don't just keep the 
information in your UMW Circles,  share 
it with your church members, and don't 
forget your other non-church friends 
too. 
 
 
G r e e t i n g s 
from Malvern.  
I hope you  
are enjoying 
the wonderful 
weather we have been blessed with 
and are keeping all our sisters in your 
thoughts and prayers, sisters that are 
suffering hardships from earthquakes, 
heavy rains and other disasters. 
 
I am sure your Units have gotten off to 
a wonderful start in this first quarter of 
2011 and have been busy working on 
keeping everyone up to date - - with all 
the activities that have taken place and 
the ones yet to come.  If you are receiv-
ing the newsletter, please make sure 
you share it with others in your unit who 
may not receive it.  I find it very interest-
ing to read the stories of the units and 
see what types of activities they do.  I 
feel you can always learn something 
from sharing with each other. 
 
If you have not attended the School of 
Mission please plan on attending this 
year.  This outing is a great way to get 
to know other members and feed your 
spiritual soul.  This year studies include 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation,  Haiti, 
and Joy to the World and will be held at  
Mt Union in Alliance on July 15-17 or  
the one day class on July 15th.   Please 
pray about this ! 

While you are planning your date book 
please keep October 1st open.  It will be 
the District Fall meeting with Key 
Speaker Jeanette Kraus, a Womenôs 
Division Director from East Ohio Con-
ference, and a former President of our 
Conference UMW.  She will be speak-
ing on ñSisters in the Faith, Bringing in 
the Kingdom.ò 
 
Getting to Know Me:  I live in Malvern 
and attend the Malvern United Method-
ist Church.  I am married to Greg Wells 
and have two daughters.  Both of my 
girls are Bowling Green University 
graduates.  Our family is very commit-
ted to our church.  Greg and I are both 
in the choir and have held various of-
fices for the church.    I am currently the 
treasurer of the church and the secre-
tary of our local unit. 
 
May God Bless each of you, and please 
feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions. 
 
 
If you did not 
attend the 
UMW Dis-
trict Spring 
Meeting on 
April 2 at Holmes UMC, you missed a 
good experience.  Although the sun 
didnôt shine much, we could feel 
warmth in our gathering. 
 
The ladies (and men) from Holmes 
UMC were wonderful hosts to our group 
of over 60 present.  The coffee hour 
and lunch had tasty and bountiful food; 
the fellowship was great; and we sang 
and clapped and shared with each 
other about missions and Godôs word. 
 
Rev. Jim Humphrey, our key speaker, 
shared with us about ñJoy to the World! 
Mission in the Age of Global Christian-
ity.ò  He suggested that we ñmore ma-
tureò UMW members (does that mean 
ñwise women?ò) should involve the 
younger women of the church by seri-
ously offering child care.  This would 
free up the younger women for doing  
 
 

mission for the church in a new way.  
Representatives of many local UMW 
groups shared how they are doing mis-
sions, by helping those near and far. 
 
This little church in the wildwood, newly 
remodeled by the members, offered the 
perfect atmosphere and charm for hos-
pitality, making friends and worship.  
Thank you all who took part in the 
event. 
 
I hope you all have an inspiring UMW 
Sunday, whenever your group decides 
to have it.  Sometimes it is easier to get 
a desired speaker if it is not held on the 
designated date. 
 
On the horizon is the Schools of 
Christian Mission to be held at Mt. 
Union University in Alliance, Ohio.  
Schools of Mission are the legacy of 
United Methodist Women.  The studies 
are ñReconciliation,ò ñHaiti,ò and ñJoy to 
the World.ò  Haiti is slowly rebuilding 
while things are healing one step at a 
time.  Reconciliation is a hope for 
abundant life.  This is what gives Chris-
tians courage to engage in difficult 
tasks.  Joy to the World gives a history 
of missions long ago and to the pre-
sent.  Everyone can be an ambassador 
for Christ.  Please attend a School of 
Missions.  July 15 is the One Day Sam-
pler and  July 15-17 is the Mt. Union 
Three-Day Event.  Register now for a 
meaningful and fun-filled experience. 
 
Donôt forget to keep filling your ñwater 
bottle banksò with money for the Sudan 
Emrgency, our Love Offering project 
to be collected at the Fall Meeting.  This 
money will provide for a variety of 
needs - water, wells, schools, health 
needs and other emerging projects.   

Library  
Debbie Porter 
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Secretary 
Debra Wells 

Vice President  
Carole Zay 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2011 
The UMW District Fall Meeting will 
be held at Copeland Oaks in Se-
bring, OH from 9:30am to 1:15 pm.  
Key speaker will be Jeanette Kraus, 
Womenôs Division Director and for-
mer East Ohio Conference UMW 
President.  Her subject is ñSisters in 
the Faith, Bringing in the Kingdom.ò   
DONõT MISS THIS MEETING!  
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The òOUTsó We Do!  (continued from page 2) 
 

Editorõs Note:  Because Marilyn Maddox, Treasurer of the Otterbein Navarre 
UMW Unit (which has several Circles), did such a thorough job of sharing with 
us the Otterbein mission story, it seemed to merit being in the ñGetting to Know 
Youò column.   
 

Otterbein Navarre UMW  
 

Reaching out by our UMW is a BIG thing for us.  Our ñbiggestò project is the 
Valentine auction and breakfast which has a lot of ñworker supportò by the whole 
congregation.  We have done it for 30 years.  It is a ñmake or bakeò type of thing, 
so every item is home-made.  All proceeds from the event  (after expenses) are  
for missions.  We raised $3787 this past year for:  Wings of Caring in Africa, 
Chicuque Hospital in Mozambique, P.A.L Mission, Canton Calvary Mission, Red 
Bird Mission, Joy Center at Red Bird, McCurdy School in New Mexico.  Although 
those receiving support vary from year to year, we try to support ñhomeò as well 
as overseas missions. 
 
Our Lenten Calendar money is used to help, mainly, four local projects:  Domes-
tic Violence Center, Pathway Caring for Children, Total Living Center, and the 
Steubenville Urban Mission.  You know what I mean about Lenten Calendar 
because the District is doing something similar - using  the 2011 Love Offering 
Calendar to support the UMCOR Sudan Emergency.  We are doing something a 
little different his year.  Instead of a calendar, each participant (any who want to 
participate) gets 40 different slips of paper (daily directions for each of the 40 
days of Lent).  (Last year we raised $448.) 
 
Gift certificates for personal items worth $500 (money raised through a rummage 
sale) are given to Fairless Schools for the counselorôs distribution to the needy in 
the Fairless district; and one of our church members who works in the Fairless 
Schools is heading a campaign to raise awareness of needs (over half the stu-
dents are enrolled in the free or reduced cost lunch program).  Most of the 
churches of all faiths in the district are involved  in her many projects to help.    
 
As you can see reaching in, up and out are all very important to us.  We know 
that when we do funeral meal dinners our members benefit, but so do all their 
family and friends, some of whom may need a loving touch from the church.  
Who knows when hearts will be changed/moved toward our God because of 
what we do.  We feel the same way when we give $50 toward camping fees for 
children to experience camp.  Perhaps when they are older theyôll remember 
they were loved and cared about as children by United Methodist Women and 
their childhood home church and will ñpass it on.ò 
 
We at Otterbein (Navarre) like to ñdo our own thingò -- designating gifts to vari-
ous missions -- but we also are dedicated to paying our UMW pledge to mis-
sions knowing we help spread the love of Christ through about 500 missionaries 
(I ñroughlyò counted the missionaries listed in the Prayer Calendar!) that serve in 
approximately 62 different countries AND the U.S. (plus support all the retired 
missionaries who served us).  We work at fulfilling the PURPOSE, being a 5-Star 
Unit, trying to be a Mission Today unit (sometimes we miss it by one criterium!), 
and have a few members attend School of Missions - after all, we ARE a unit of 
United Methodist Women!   

Getting to Know You... Our Local Units 
Isnôt  it 
good to 
find  so 
much 
mission 
news in this ñItôs A New Dayò?!!  Wow!! 
 

2011 Tuscarawas District UMW  

LOVE OFFERING:  The Sudan  
 

A Monetary Gift To Be Received at the 
October 1, 2011 Fall District Meeting 
 

Our 2011 LOVE OFFERING will benefit the 
Sudan Emergency, providing for a variety of 
needs ï water wells, schools, health needs, and 
other emergency projects.  Consider how your 
Unit can make this a year-long endeavor.  For 
additional information, read the article on page 
5 of the February 2011 Tuscarawas District 
UMW newsletter, ñItôs a New Day.ò  
 
In a January 2011 referendum established by 
the 2005 peace agreement, voters in southern 
Sudan overwhelmingly chose to become inde-
pendent from the north, effective July 9.  July is 
going to be critical because thatôs when the 
actual separation will happen.   
 
In South Sudan, where The United Methodist 
Church has 17 congregations, UMCOR has 
focused on building infrastructure and resettling 
those who had fled the war.  In general, South 
Sudan has very little infrastructure of any kind.  
Education is one of the main needs.  Going 
ñhand-in-handò with building schools are the 
WASH projects ï digging wells or boreholes 
and constructing latrines ï to benefit both the 
students and surrounding communities.  Thatôs 
one reason why there is excitement about the 3
-year food and livelihoods project., which is 
designed to improve the production of cassava 
crops and help establish fish farms. Thereôs 
also a tool emphasis where training will be pro-
vided on how to build better tools; the project 
will support toolmakers and provide more effec-
tive tools to local farmers. 
 
Human populations have lived in Sudan for at 
least 9 million years. In the Hebrew Testament 
the land bordering the Red Sea below Egypt 
was known as the land of Kush.  Nu. 12:1 sug-
gests that a wife of Moses (text doesnôt name 
her) was a Kushite woman.   Christianity has a 
long history in Sudan. Many believe that the 
Ethiopian eunuch baptized by Philip (Acts 8:26-
39) came from this land.   
 
Use your Love Offering Banks.  Sudan needs 
our prayers and support! 

Education & Interpretation  
By Editor Vicki Yoder 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%208:26-39;&version=49;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%208:26-39;&version=49;


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Annual Conference / General Confer-
ence:  At the 2011 East Ohio Annual 
Conference in Lakeside, members will 
vote for 7 lay delegates to represent us 
at General Conference 2012.  Because 
the Womenôs Division will be presenting 
legislation to separate UMW from the 
General Board of Global Ministries, it 
will be important for you who are mem-
bers of Annual Conference to vote for 
lay women who support UMW.  At this 
time we know of  four who will be nomi-
nees: Maggie Jackson, Jeanette Kraus, 
Iris Andrews, and Sandy Lutz.  There 
may be others as well!   We prayerfully 
ask you to know who supports UMW 
when you vote! 
 
How are you a peacemaker? is the 
question the District UMW Team has 
been asking of itself - - and you!  My 
answer is based on my belief that jus-
tice comes before peace, so I try to act 
justly and support justice causes;  being 
a  UMW member helps me do that!  
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A Crime 
Against 
Humanity   
 
That headline 

blazed across a recent issue of The Can-
ton Repository.   The  sub-headline  read, 
ñOHIO is a Hotbed for Human Trafficking.ò   
 
Ohio is one of the top five U.S. states for 
human trafficking.  It is estimated that 
1,000 minors are being trafficked in our 
state.  80% of victims are women and 
girls under the age of 13, which makes 
this a womenôs issue, demanding our at-
tention.  Children, teens, women -- and 
men -- often disappear and are not found 
by investigators.  They may later appear 
in another state or nation as servants, 
slaves, or deceased persons, or they may 
never reappear. 
 
This is not a new issue; it has been part of 
our nationôs history since the days of its 
settlement when indentured women, chil-
dren and men were imported and/or 
bought for compelled service of one sort 
or another. 
 
UMW and its parent organization, the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
Womenôs Division, have focused on hu-
man trafficking for more than a decade. 
They started the current campaign, ñThe 
Protection Project,ò in 2009 . 
 
What is ñhuman trafficking?ò  The U.S. 
Dept. of State defines it as ñ... An umbrella 
term for activities involved when one per-
son obtains or holds another person in 
compelled service.ò  Various forms of traf-
ficking include sex acts, debt bondage, 
slavery, involuntary servitude of any sort.    
The United Nations defines human traf-
ficking as the recruitment, transportation, 
transfer, harboring or receipt of people by 
threat, abduction, deception or abuse of 
power for the purpose of sexual or labor-
related exploitation.  
 
For United Methodist Women, ñThe 
Protection Projectò offers training to 
educate UMW members about human 
trafficking and offers practical sugges-
tions for actions to take in our own com-
munities.  Resources are available to help 
persons have a greater understanding of 
Human Trafficking issues.   

Social Action  
Donna Brandon 

So What Can We Do??  
 
¶ Learn to identify where trafficking 

victims may be working and how to 
interact with local law enforcement.  
Call authorities if you suspect 
something suspicious: a woman/
girl hitchhiking in a rural area, es-
pecially at night; someone inappro-
priately dressed for the time of day; 
frightened children where one 
wouldnôt expect to see them; large 
amounts of money being flashed 
around by someone who wouldnôt 
usually have it; etc. 

¶ Talk about human trafficking with 
family, friends, and especially with 
pre-teens and teens.  Prayers are 
needed daily, and praying with 
others is not only calling on Godôs 
help but spreading the word!   

¶ Support plans for more shelters 
and other programs for its victims.   

¶ United Methodists can advocate for 
better laws related to trafficking.  
Investigate how immigration pat-
terns and policies play a role in the 
problem.  (Ask Debbie Porter to do 
a program from the 2010 Program 
book on immigration.)  

¶ Sponsor a meeting on human traf-
ficking for your congregation and 
community.  Ask local, county and 
state law enforcement and legisla-
tive persons to attend.  District 
President Susan Huston can put 
you in touch with Amanda Marshall 
and others to help you.  

¶ Go to the Womenôs Division home 
site at www.umwmission.org - in 
the banner choices at the top of the 
page,  click on  NEWS  (third  from 
the right); under the picture near 
the top left, of that page click on 
CHURCH AGENCIES BATTLE 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING to read an 
article on Human Trafficking  by 
Linda Bloom, a United Methodist 
News Service reporter . 

 
Right now 350,000 American children 
are at risk.   Human trafficking is really 
a form of slavery.  It occurs here -- in 
northeastern Ohio and  East Ohio Con-
ference! Learn more about it and do 
what you can to stop it. There are laws 
on the books; letôs get them enforced!  
Letôs do reaching OUTs to make Ohio a 
safer place for our children and adults. 
 
 

Communication Tidbits 
Vicki Yoder 

AN OPPORTUNITY  
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT  

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AT A  
TUESDAY EVENING DINNER 

JUNE 14 AT LAKESIDE   
 

The Church and Society Committee 
and Commission on the Status and 
Role of Women are so pleased to be 
able to work with United Methodist 
Women to bring to the Annual Confer-
ence the resolution on Human Traffick-
ing.  Betty Spencer (Conference UMW 
Social Action Coordinator) has done 
some very good work on this.   
 
YOU are invited to attend the Church 
and Society Dinner on Tuesday eve-
ning of Annual Conference where 
Linda Bales, from the General 
Board of Church and Society, will 
speak on Human Trafficking.  Reser-
vations for the dinner must be made 
by May 13 (form available from Susan 
Huston, Sheila Gard or Vicki Yoder).   

http://www.umwmission.org


transferred "out,"  that is, to some other 
Conference or to Heaven.   Next year I 
would love to see an increase in both 
members and units.  We have a few 
units who seem reluctant, ñstanding in 
the doorò unable to come on in.  Per-
haps we have not provided the right 
welcome. . .  If our organization, United 
Methodist Women, is to continue meet-
ing needs locally, nationally and glob-
ally, our units, and number of units, 
must GROW!  If you have any good 
successes in gaining new members, I 
would be glad for you to send them to 
me -- PLEASE! Send your ideas!! -- so I 
can pass them along to others. Letôs 
share our good news!  Love IS the an-
swer -- radical hospitality -- going above 
and beyond --  looking to include newly 
retired women and adapting ñour waysò 
to include a new generation.  Who in 
your church, your neighborhood, your 
circle of friends, needs a PURPOSE? 
 
Meanwhile, I have another idea to 
share. Most units probably send cards 
to members who are ill or who have lost 
a loved one, but I wonder how many 
publish a list of birthdays and anniver-
saries so everyone can send their own 
greetings to "sisters in mission"?  Even 
if I don't send everyone a card, I like to 
be able to at least PRAY for ladies on 
the days of their special events. It helps 
to keep the group in touch with each 
other more than just at monthly meet-
ing. 

Membership Nurture and  
Outreach  - Pat Hogue 

What is the Scope of the Program? 
 
United Methodist Women members are 
involved in everything from their local food 
pantry, to seeking just policies from state 
and local governments, to mobilizing mil-
lions of dollars every year to support pro-
grams that help women, children and youth 
around the world.  Their prayers for the 
work of mission, guided by the Prayer Cal-
endar and their own studies, are critically 
important to this work. 
 
United Methodist Women members learn 
about this work in local units, districts and 
conferences, as well as at the Schools of 
Christian Mission, Spiritual Growth Re-
treats and other gatherings. 
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Are you 
ready for 
Easter? 
Oh, I don't 
mean is 

the ham ordered or are the eggs col-
ored -- I mean is your heart ready for 
Easter?  It can't come soon enough for 
me.  I'm an Easter person.  There is 
such hope offered at Easter.  There is 
the promise of new beginnings (and 
who can't use a new start!).  It's the true 
definition of all things made new. 
 
I recently completed a Bible study, 
titled ñJesus, The One and Only.ò  It 
was a study of the life of Jesus through 
the eyes of Luke.  The scriptures read 
like a novel I didn't want to put down. In 
the end, joy and fear were experienced 
at the tomb; but Christ's death wasn't 
the last word, it was just beginning for 
people like you and me.  So, Easter 
people: unite! --- it's a time for new-
ness in our Christ-filled lives.  Go out 
into your mission field and share the 
wonderful news that brings us new life 
and a living hope. 
 
Do not miss it!  Go to the 2011 School 
of Christian Mission at the University 
of Mount Union, July 15-17.  The 
school's theme this year is All Things 
Made New.  The one day sampler  on 
July 15th offers three topics of study: 
  
¶ Joy to the World: Mission in the 

Age of Global Christianity,  the 
Mission Study, 

¶ Haiti: Challenges and Hope, the 
Geographic Mission Study, and 

¶ Coming out on the Side of Grace: 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation, 
the Spiritual Growth Study. 

 
The three day event will cover the Spiri-
tual Growth topic, Coming Out on the 
Side of Grace and either Haiti or Joy to 
the World in more depth (you choose).  
The SOCM is a wonderful chance to 
grow in knowledge, share fellowship 
and provide program ideas to your unit 
for the coming year.  Hope to see you 
there.  Happy Easter! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I was happy to see some of you at the 
Spring Meeting at the beginning of the 
month. It's good to tie "faces" with the 
names of units and impersonal statis-
tics. As I reported there, and to Confer-
ence UMW, as well as Women's Divi-
sion, Tuscarawas District had 878 
members in our 30 active units at the 
end of 2010.  Some might be interested 
in comparing their unit to others; so 

here is the breakdown: 
 

Asbury--21 
Beechwood--15 
Bolivar--16 
Calvary Sherrodsville--25 
Canal Fulton--55 
Christ Alliance--73* 
Church of the Lakes--12 
Church of the Savior--62 
East. Rochester--12 
East Sparta--10* 
Faith N. Canton--112 
First Dover--45 
First New Philadelphia--8 
Gnadenhutten--34 
Good Shepherd--8 
Greentown--31* 
Holmes--16 
Malvern--24 
Mapleton--8* 
Minerva--26 
Mt. Tabor--31 
New Cumberland--8 
Newcomers Chapel--3 
Otterbein Navarre--70 
Otterbein New Philadelphia--23 
St. Paul Canton--34* 
Strasburg--8* 
Trinity Massillon--28 
Union Ave. Alliance--56 
Wilmot--14* 

 *  Those with * are units that didn't 
         provide an updated report, so the 
 the figures listed are old statistics. 
 
Our  District  lost only 18 members 
over all in spite  of how many ladies  

Spiritual Growth 
Kathy Hopkins 
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Health Report on Evie 
Althouse. All of you who at-
tended Spring meeting know Evie 
has been very ill and in the hospi-
tal since the middle of March - - 

experiencing a great deal of pain, having issues with lungs, 
heart, kidneys, staph infection, etc.  - - and you have been 
keeping her in your prayers.   
 
Many of you know Evie and Jay Althouse who have been such 
a part of both the former Cambridge and Canton Districts  -  
Jay for many years served in the Canton District as a pastor, 
as well as Chaplain at Aultman Hospital, and, before his retire-
ment, served Cambridge District as its District Superintendent.  
Evie, a former US-2 Missionary, has spent her adult years 
serving the church in various capacities, notably in the area of 
Childrenôs Ministries and as a United Methodist Woman.  Evie 
served Tuscarawas District UMW as Spiritual Growth Coordi-
nator and is currently our Nominating Committee Chairperson. 
 

For those of you who have computers, you can go to the site 
called CaringBridge.org - a site where families can not only 
report on their loved oneôs health journey but where friends can 
leave a message to the family.  Once you get to the Caring-
bridge.org site, you sign up with your Email address and a 
password, search for evelynalthouse, which will take you to 
a page dedicated to Evie, and on which Jay is ñbloggingò to let 
us know her present condition.  Because many of you may not 
have access to a computer, below you will find information 
gleaned from the CaringBridge site.   
 

Briefly, Evie was moved from Aultman Hospital to the Wood-
lawn (rehabilitation center) where it seemed she was on the 
road to better health.  Unfortunately, she had a set back and 
was returned to Aultman.  The up side is that doctors found an 
ulcer that was the source of bleeding that made her hemoglo-
bin low.  Hopefully with the healing of the ulcer, her strength 
will return.  She is having a problem with shortness of breath 
which continues to be a bit of a mystery, with more testing 
scheduled that will hopefully provide some clues.  Evie is ñone 
weary lady.ò  The blood transfusions that brought her hemoglo-
bin back up also added more unwanted fluids to her body.  One 
thing seems to lead to another problem.   
 
Jay shared in his blogging on Sunday, April 10: ñWe had some 
special conversation with each other and are so very mindful of 
how all mental, emotional, spiritual dynamics are all so closely 
interconnected!!! Such conversation is sometimes difficult but 
at the same time truly precious.  A favorite hymn for both of us 
is óIt Is Well With My Soulô and that helps us both in such times.  
Thanks again to all!  Peace, Jayò   
 
Please continue to pray and send cards to their home, 
where Jay can see that she gets them:   213 Turnberry Cir 
SW, North Canton, OH  44709-1097.   

2011 EAST OHIO SCHOOLS OF 
CHRISTIAN MISSION STUDIES  
With a Focus of:  òAll Things Made Newó 

 
Spiritual Growth Study - Coming Out on the Side of 

Grace: Forgiveness & Reconciliation 
 

This study deals with the theme of how individuals, families, 
and communities are called to a life-long journey of practicing 
forgiveness, justice, and reconciliation in our relational lives.  
The study aims to bring about personal and social transforma-
tion. 

Study Leader:  Dr. Greg Calko, a student at Moody Bible 
Institute pursuing a degree in Biblical Studies and complet-
ing the course of study for the United Methodist Church.  
Calko is currently serving Richard Brown Memorial UMC in 
Youngstown. 
 
Geographic Mission Study - Haiti: Challenges  

and Hope 
 
An overview of the cultures that shaped Haitiôs past and the 
ongoing legacy of colonialism, along with glimpses in the heart 
and soul of Haitiôs people is addressed in this study.  It also 
includes the impact of the earthquake in 2010 and focuses 
some on the avenues available to help rebuild this country. 
 
 Study Leaders:  Walter Merrill and Jean Luker.   

Jean Luker, currently South West District President, Flor-
ida Conference, taught school for Sarasota County, FL 
and Washington County, VA. 
Walt Merrill: married 36 years to Lillie (Conference UMW 
former Treasurer and current Mission Education and Inter-
pretation Coordinator) has been to Dondon, Haiti, in 2008 
and 2009; he is co-director of the North Coast District Haiti 
Mission. Walt (and Lillie) is a member of Columbia UMC in 
Columbia Station, having served in many positions. 
 

Mission Study - Joy to the World: Mission in the Age 
of Global Christianity 

 
World changes lead us as Christian disciples to seek new ways 
to communicate our understanding of our faith and Godôs mis-
sion in our day.  It is a stimulating time, a time for ethical ques-
tioning and the clarification of values, a time for discovering 
and comprehending in new ways the deepest affirmations and 
insights in our scriptural and church heritage about God and 
Godôs relation to the world. 
 

Study Leader:  James Humphyrey, Three Rivers District 
Superintendent, has served 5 local churches in East Ohio 
over the past 28 years.  Jimôs first parish was devastated 
by a tornado, and the village of Coalburg was rebuilt by 
many mission volunteers.  Ever since then, Jim has gone 
on yearly mission trips to continue that mission. 

Nominating Chair 
Evie Althouse 
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SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION  -  Tuscarawas district has three full scholarships .  There are three scholarships for two 
adults and one child, with preference given to first-time attendees and where units have not had a representative at Schools of Mis-
sion recently.  No scholarship application form needs to be completed.  Simply send a completed Registration Form (page 10 of this 
newsletter) to Judy K. Judy, 2130 Durstine Rd, Dundee OH  44624-9960  (or Email a copy to JUDYROBT2JUDY@cs.com along 
with a paragraph stating why you want to attend School of Christian Mission.  Requests must be received  by Friday, May 20, 2011, 
to give Judy time to gain approval by the Scholarship Committee,  notify recipients, write checks and mail applications with payment 
to Becky Neibarger, the Registrar,  before June 1 deadline. 
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